
 
 
 
 

Why should we commit to the Beatification of 
Venerable Brother Polycarp ? 

 
 

Given that on January 9, 1859 at 5.30 AM Venerable Brother Polycarp “went to his Maker in all 

serenity,” and Brother André, the Superior of Paradis, “gave thanks to our Loving God for ha-
ving been granted the grace of being present at the death of a saint”…  (Positio, pp. 207-209) 

Given that the first official approach was made to the Holy See by Rev. Brother Paulus in June 

1902 regarding the procedure and necessary stages for the cause of canonization of Brother Poly-
carp, but that due to the events of 1903 in France his process was interrupted… (Minutes of the 
general council, meeting of July 30, 1902, Annuaire no. 50, p. 412) 

Given that in 1924 there was, in the hearts of Brother Théodore and in that of a young novice, a 

resurgence of the idea of promoting the cause of Venerable… (Annuaire no. 28, p. 29) 

Given that the superior general, Reverend Brother Albéric, in a letter dated January 22, 1924, 

“encouraged and gave his heartfelt blessing” to the above initiative” …   (Annuaire no. 28, p. 31)  

Given that in its ordinance no. 13, the General Chapter of 1925 initiated the process of the 

cause and asked the Brothers to add the words “and for the glorification of Brother Polycarp” to 
the Morning Offering… (Annuaire no. 52, p. 277)  

Given the exhumation of the remains of Brother Polycarp in 1927 and their subsequent treat-

ment for preservation in 1928… (Annuaire no 21, pp. 9 to 23) 

Given the various diocesan enquiries on his reputation of holiness in 1930, (Annuaire no. 25, p. 

355) on the attestation of non-cult in 1935 (Annuaire no. 30, pp. 60-65), the deposition in Rome 
and the publication of the Positio, on January 19, 1969… (Annuaire no. 63, p   279) 

Given the June 1973 publication of the "Supplex libellus" on his reputation for holiness (An-

nuaire 67, p. 395) followed by some fifty letters of postulation from cardinals and bishops, stu-
dies of the writings of Brother Polycarp, and the nihil obstat for the introduction of his Cause… 

Given the decree on the heroicity of the virtues of Brother Polycarp signed by His Holiness 

Pope John-Paul II on February 17, 1984 which declares our Second Founder “Venerable…” 
(Annuaire no. 78, p. 36) 

  



Given the zeal deployed by ten postulators: 

 (Brothers Albéric   (1927-1946), 

 Dacien     (1946-1954), 

 Alphée     (1954-1958), 

 Gonzague     (1958-1970), 

 Bruno Bergeron    (1970-1984), 

 José Luis Gómez    (1982-1986), 

 Lionel Goulet     (1986-1990), 

 René Boucher     (1990-1992), 

 Fernando Lana    (1992-1997), 

 Roberto Mazzarini    (1997-2007) 
and by their many local collaborators over the years, throughout the Institute 
(sometimes incorrectly referred to as “vice-postulators)… 

Given the hundreds of favors obtained and narrated throughout the pages of the Annuaires; 

given the thousands, even millions of prayers of the Brothers, their students and their families, 
and the families of the Brothers and friends of the community… 

…Why continue investing energies so that 

Venerable Brother Polycarp 
may eventually be beatified and then canonized? 

 
To my way of thinking, the rational relies not only on emotional grounds, but on those of reason, 
of the apostolate and of faith.  

An appeal to the heart 

In line with the mindset of Brother Théodore, the Brother from Spain who initiated this move-
ment, “if we give honor to the saints, is it not right and fitting, that we should aspire to recognize 
and even have a special devotion for those in our Institute who practiced virtues to a high degree, 
and who over the years, have acquired a reputation for holiness.”  
Venerable Brother Polycarp is one of ours, our brother, we love him and he has always been con-
sidered by those who knew him as perhaps the best model we have of a true Brother of the Sa-
cred Heart (Cf. Positio, p. 491). Desiring to see him one day beatified is something that strikes at 
the heart.  

A call to reason  

In approving our Rule of Life, the Church teaches us that life as a Brother of the Sacred Heart is 
a means to union with God and with our Brothers in Christ, (cf. R.of.L., art. 4) and in the decree 
of the approbation of our Rule, it does not hesitate to put forward Brother Polycarp as a model 
for us: 

The Congregation for Institutes of the Consecrated Life, “earnestly hopes that through the faith-
ful observance of this renewed Rule of Life, the Brothers of the Sacred Heart might live accord-
ing to the example of their founder, Father Andre Coindre, and their first superiors general, in 
particular the Venerable Brother Polycarp, and in so doing continue to spread in the world the 
fire or redeeming love whose source is the Heart of Christ.” (Preamble of the R. of L. p. 12) 



And thus, Brother Polycarp is indeed set before us as a model. In this light, please allow me this 
comparison: you find yourself in an unfamiliar setting, in a forest, for example, where several 
paths crisscross, a place where it is difficult to get your bearings. People might very well say to 
you, “The path that leads out of the wood is over there, you can’t miss it; but, of course,  no one 
has ever yet taken it, or at least no one has ever come back to say that it does lead out of the fo-
rest….” Such suggestions would hardly be reassuring. Every comparison has its weakness, but it 
seems to me that it’s somewhat like that with our Rule and many our life as Brothers of the Sa-
cred Heart. We may well be told repeatedly that the Rule of Life is a sure path to union with God 
and with our Brothers, however, if we have no role models, if no one has ever managed to 
achieve a holiness authenticated by the Church, there are those who might begin to have their 
doubts. 

But, the Church has declared Brother Polycarp “Venerable.” And by this decree and relying on 
its privilege of infallibility, it has declared that Brother Polycarp lived as a saint, and that we can-
not err in addressing our prayers to him. Beatification will allow for public liturgical prayers to be 
said in his honor, both in community and in local churches. With canonization, recognition of 
him in the liturgy will be extended to universal Church. 

Beatification and canonization “will add nothing more,” these are only stages. The Church will 
only examine potential miracles; it will not re-examine the matter of the life of Brother Polycarp 
or his practice of virtue. For in declaring him Venerable, the Church has given us the certainty 
that (in the words of  Annuaire no. 78, p. 37) we are an institute grafted on a trunk which has 
produced the fruit of authentic holiness. This gives us the assurance that our life as Brothers of 
the Sacred Heart constitutes a path that can lead to holiness, and the proof is that one of our 
own, Brother Polycarp, has been recognized as a saint by the Church, and this gives us the assu-
rance that we can not err in imitating him as we proclaim him to have lived a saintly life. “Hence-
forth the Brothers of the Sacred Heart have a model arisen from their own ranks, and one to 
whom they can turn in all trust.” (Mgr Pappa author of the Positio, during a homily given at the 
General house on January 9, 1986)  

An incentive for the Apostolate 

When the Church beatifies or canonizes someone, it addresses to itself and to the community or 
diocese concerned the following question: “to whom will the candidate for beatification or cano-
nization be proposed as a role model? In the case of Brother Polycarp, the answer is evident: he 
will be a role model for his brothers, for the Brothers of the Sacred Heart, in the first instance, 
but also to all their many lay-partners in the mission and ministry, and especially so because Bro-
ther Polycarp was himself for a time a lay catholic educator, before becoming a religious, and that 
moreover the people in the mountain villages of La Motte and Les HéritIères already consider 
him a model. 

It might be added that religious communities who have been graced and honored with the beati-
fication or canonization of one of their members by the church have always been blessed by a 
resurgence of fervor from within the community and also among those men and women asso-
ciated with that community. Moreover, in giving greater prominence to our charism, the canoni-
zation of Brother Polycarp might become an invitation for young people to make theirs our way 
of life (cf. R. of L. Art. 30). 

An appeal to faith  

The decree of the heroicity of the virtues of Venerable Brother Polycarp pronounced by His Ho-
liness John-Paul II in 1984, assures us that he lived as a saint. In the words of Msgr Pappa, “This 
conviction is no longer a matter of opinion, personal or collective; nor is it merely the fruit of the 



admiration in which those who wrote his biography might have held him. This conviction is born 
from the fact that the Church itself, by a decree endorsed by the authority of the Sovereign Pon-
tiff affirms definitively, that during his life, Brother Polycarp was genuinely and constantly heroic 
in his practice of all the virtues.” (Msgr Pappa, idem) 

“This goes some way to helping us understand why it was that he had such a marked influence on 
his sons and his brothers, and even though many years have elapsed since his death, that influence 
has given rise to an enthusiasm, a fervor and fond memories that have endured. In the past and still 
today, he has been and remains a model of the spiritual life and a guide for the education of the 
young and their preparation for life.” (Msgr Pappa, idem) 

Conclusion 

Yes, it is true to say that the Cause of Venerable Brother Polycarp seems to drag on without co-
ming to anything, but all those in the know about these things tell us that delays must not over-
come those who seek recognition of a historic cause like ours. Many like cases could be cited. 
Our cause has crossed the most difficult hurdle, that of the recognition of the heroicity of virtues 
proclaimed by His Holiness, John-Paul II, on February 17, 1984. It remains for us to stir up our  
faith to obtain a miracle.  

Brothers, we must continue to pray, and if the motives cited above do not constitute sufficient 
reasons for trusting in God and for working to the end that one day our Brother, Venerable Bro-
ther Polycarp be beatified in the Church, perhaps the declaration of His Holiness John-Paul II, 
will win us over: “We are firmly convinced that Hyppolyte Gondre, Brother Polycarp, is deser-
ving of commemoration and of perpetual praise in the Church.”  (Decree of heroicity of virtues, 
February 17, 1984) 

Heart of Jesus, source of life and of holiness,  
You gave to our Venerable Brother Polycarp  

 strength to respond to your grace  
and to “practice all the virtues to a heroic degree,”   

rendering him thus “deserving commemoration  
and perpetual praise in the Church.” (Decree) 

Receive favorably the prayers that we his Brothers  
make to you to obtain his Beatification, 
so that we may be able to praise you for 
 the holiness of our “Second Founder”  

and for the graces of spiritual progress among us 
to which his beatification will give rise. Amen 

 

Feast day of Venerable Brother Polycarp, January 9, 2008 

Br. Conrad Pelletier, s.c. 
Postulator 

 
and the members of the committee for the Cause, 

Bro. Roger Bossé, 
Bro. Cristóbal Mª Calzado, 

Bro. Ignace Sambou. 


