
1 
 

Homily for the Installation Mass of the Superior General 
May 15, 2012 

 

In our first reading the prophet Isaiah describes his mission as service to the people 

and announces glad tidings to the captives back from exile in Babylon.  Jesus at Nazareth 

begins his prophetic ministry by announcing that scripture has been fulfilled. As chapter 

members you have been shaping the General Council’s mission for the next six years, and 

just like the prophet who was filled with the Holy Spirit, so you, inspired by the Holy Spirit 

are announcing a time of hope for our community, after a time departures and diminishments.   

 

Timothy Radcliffe, former Superior General of the Dominicans says: “It is true that 

religious life is, in many places, living through a time of crisis.  And many individual 

religious live through crisis too.   We may worry about the future of our Province or 

monastery.  We may feel that our own lives are rapidly going nowhere.  But we can only be a 

sign of hope for a generation that is living through a crisis if we are able to confront our 

crises with hope and serenity.   It can be a part of our vocation as religious to confront crises 

in our vocation as moments of grace and new life.”  

In the earlier years when I resided in England, I frequently went to St. Paul’s 

Anglican Cathedral to spend time contemplating with an enormous painting which captured 

my imagination.  This painting, which is perhaps three meters high and a couple of meters 

wide depicts a life size figure of Christ knocking at the door.   I’m sure you’ve all seen 

various versions of this painting.  But when it was first unveiled to the public in 1853, a 

reporter noticed a blunder in the image and so immediately went to see Holman Hunt and 

said: “You, know there’s an error in your painting, and Holman said: “What?”   The reporter 

continued, “You forgot to include a door knob on the door.”   And Holman replied by saying: 

“Oh, no, there is a door knob but it is inside and so not visible.   Christ can keep on knocking 

but only the individual person can open the door and allow Christ into his heart. As 

Revelation 3:20 states “Behold I stand at the door and knock; if any one hears my voice and 

opens the door, then I will enter his house and dine with him, and he with me.”  

 

I believe what is key for all of us gathered here is for each of us to recognize God’s 

voice, to hear it and then to act upon it.   And as we know, God’s voice is not heard in the 

mighty wind, in the earthquake, or in the fire, but in the tiny whispering sound, in the gentle 

breeze.    If only we could all hear and recognize God’s voice in the simple events of our 

daily lives.   

 

Mother Theresa of Calcutta said: “We need to find God and God cannot be found in 

noise and restlessness. God is the friend of silence. Is not our mission to give God to the poor 

in the slums? Not a dead God, but a living, loving God. The more we receive in silent prayer, 

the more we can give in our active life. We need silence to be able to touch souls. The 

essential thing is not what we say, but what God says to us and through us.”   I believe we 

must take this seriously at heart if we truly desire to be prophetic in our ministry.  
All our words will fall on deaf ears unless they come from deep within - words which do not 

manifest the light of Christ increase the darkness. 

 

As I listened to you in the course of the last few weeks, I believe many of you heard Christ 

knocking, Christ calling you and Christ inviting you to open the door of your hearts.    

Like many of you expressed in the presentation of your Provinces or Delegations, Christ is 

also very concerned about our individual brothers, about our Institute and about the many 

unmet needs of young people within the world.    Consequently, I believe the time has come 
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for us prophets to be so familiar with God’s voice that we can form our brothers to know and 

recognize His voice.   To know and to recognize Christ knocking and to listen to His voice is 

imperative if we are to open wide the door to our hearts. 

 

Another image that we must not lose sight of is that of the Apostle John who laid his head on 

the Lord’s breast, and as a result he could hear His heartbeat.  That place is still available to 

us today.  It is better to know the ways of the Lord than to just see His acts.    As wonderful 

as it is to recognize God’s voice and to know the Lord’s mind or see what He is doing, it is 

better still to be so intimate with Him that we know His heartbeat so that our hearts might 

beat in unison with His, especially the compassion and anguish in his heart for abandoned 

youth.     

 

Today, as Brothers of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and as sons of Coindre, we have 

much to be grateful for and have many reasons to rejoice with our General Council.  Much 

has already been said now about prophets, about Prophetic Mission, about being salt and light 

of the world and so will not expound further.  But I hope we have come to the realization that 

to be a prophet, like the other gifts described by St. Paul, are not given to individuals just to 

perform their own ministry, but “for equipping of the saints for the work of service” 

(Ephesians 4:12).  Then, as I prayed and reflected about the current General Council and 

their work for the next six years, I sense we expect the Council to serve us and imitate Christ 

in washing his disciples’ feet.   Moreover there seems to be an unspoken or underlying 

principle that we would also like to designate them as our Prophets.    Is it a realistic 

expectation?   Don’t we risk putting all responsibilities on them to be Prophetic while we go 

about our daily business unchanged? 

 

As chapter members, “Called to a Prophetic Mission” you came here to Rome to seek 

out ways of making this a reality.   I have watched you struggle with so many issues and yet, 

I’ve heard you comment on how important this is for the future of our Institute.  Brothers, 

take courage, your efforts are not in vain.   And Brothers, I want to stress that you are truly an 

inspiration and you make me proud to be a Brother of the Sacred Heart.  Presently, you are in 

the process of drafting inspiring documents, formulating poignant statements and giving your 

assent and support to challenging resolutions—that is AWESOME as young people would 

say!  As you know, one of the purposes of the Chapter is also to create ordinances, provide a 

vision for the future and give the General Council various directives to implement.  However, 

let us not forget that each of us bears responsibility to reinforce the General Council as it 

guides our Brothers at the Provincial and local level.  

 

And so Brothers, given our present reality, I sense we have arrived at a time in the 

history of our Institute where we hunger and thirst to hear Christ knocking, we long to 

recognize His voice, we crave for Him to enter our hearts, we yearn for Him to fill us with 

renewed hope, and we beg Him to help us become salt and light of the world.  

 

When we have humbly received him today at communion, we can say with the 

prophet Isaiah “I rejoice heartily in the LORD, in my God is the joy of my soul.” 

But he is not just knocking on or door to console us.   He is coming to get us to go out with 

him in action and compassion for young people who have no one knocking on their door.  He 

depends on us to do some knocking of our own.  

Br. Nelson Dionne 


