
Prayer before the election 

Lord Jesus, you chose as apostles men among men to confide in them a mission of 
service.  Give a humble heart to him whom we will choose as superior general. May he be, 
like St. Paul, a man filled with the Holy Spirit. May he be the servant of his brothers, and 
may he journey with them as Christ did on the road to Emmaus. Fill him with light and 
passion so that we in turn might be light and salt for children and young persons whom 
you entrust to us. We ask this of You who are the living Lord now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
1P 5:1-4 
To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings 
who also will share in the glory to be revealed: Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under 
your care, watching over them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as 
God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; not lording it over 
those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd 
appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.  
 
 

Intercessions 

 
“Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?”  “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know 
that I love you.”  Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”   
O Christ, enable him whom we shall choose as superior general to respond to the Lord’s 
call each day as Peter did, and to strengthen us in the mission of the Institute. 
 

Veni Creator Spiritus 
 

Authority draws its inspiration from the Spirit of Christ, who came not to be served but to 
serve. It serves the common good, the growth of brotherhood, and the pursuit of the 
religious and apostolic aims of the Institute. (R 209) 
 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your 
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I 
have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. (Jn 13:13-14)   
 
O Christ, make of our superior general a true servant of his brothers, in your image.  
 

Veni Creator Spiritus 

 
In a spirit of service, the superior general helps the Institute grow in love. He is a dynamic 
bond of unity among the various sectors of the Institute. He is the guardian and promoter 
of the founder's charism. (R 270)   
O Christ, may your Spirit of wisdom, peace, strength, and love descend upon him whom 
we shall elect as superior general. 

 
Veni Creator Spiritus 

 
Our Father 


