
PRAYER FOR THE NOMINATION 

OF THE SUPERIOR GENERAL 

 

“To rescue young people from ignorance, to prepare them for life, and to give them a 

knowledge and love of religion, Father Andre Coindre, in 1821, founded the Institute of the 

Brothers of the Sacred Heart. In the spirit of evangelism that marked the period, the founding 

of the Institute expressed a response to the needs of the time and place on behalf of neglected 

and dechristianized youth.”  

Gift us, Father, with brothers after the example of Father Andre Coindre, Venerable Brother 

Polycarp, and those of our predecessors who have, over the years, exercised the fraternal 

service of authority in the institute. May our new leaders be men filled with the Holy Spirit; 

may they be, after the example of our Lord, Jesus, your Son, persons willing to wash the feet 

of your servants; may they be men of prayer, men willing to listen and to dialogue so as to 

foster greater co-responsibility in the institute, through that same Jesus Christ, your son, who 

is God and lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, forever and ever. Amen. 

Acts 6: 1-7 

In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews
[a]

 among 

them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in 

the daily distribution of food. 
2 
So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It 

would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 
3 
Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the 

Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 
4 
and will give our attention 

to prayer and the ministry of the word.” This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose 

Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, 

Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 
6 
They presented these men to the 

apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.  So the word of God spread. The number 

of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to 

the faith. 

Intercessions 

The Institute of the Brothers of the Sacred Heart owes its origin to the apostolic zeal of Father 

Andre Coindre for instructing neglected youth and bringing them to the knowledge and love 

of God. (R 11) 

“Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever 

welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”  (Mk 9:37) 

O Lord, send us your spirit to renew the face of the earth. 

He gathers us into a religious family where we strive to live Christian brotherhood in a radical 

way as a sign of the unity. (22) 
 
I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to 

you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so 

that they may be one as we are one. (Jn 17:11) 

O Lord, send us your spirit to renew the face of the earth. 

We direct our apostolic effort first of all toward making our own community dynamic. (R 27) 

As true brothers, we share our life and our apostolate. (R 15) 

Love each other as I have loved you..  You did not choose me, but I chose you and 

appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit, fruit that will last. (Jn 15:12.16)
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27103a


Authority draws its inspiration from the Spirit of Christ, who came not to be served but to 

serve. It serves the common good, the growth of brotherhood, and the pursuit of the religious 

and apostolic aims of the Institute. (R 209) 

“Do you understand what I have done for you?”…
 
Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, 

have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 
 
I have set you an 

example that you should do as I have done for you. (Jn 13:13-15) 

O Lord, send us your spirit to renew the face of the earth. 

Our Institute wishes to be at the service of our contemporaries, who are asking us urgent 

questions. (R 6) 

“Lord, when did we see you…?” …”Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the 

least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”(Mt 25,39-40) 

O Lord, send us your spirit to renew the face of the earth. 

We adapt our apostolate of education to the needs of the time and place with clearsightedness, 

good sense, and boldness in order to give the best possible response to the Spirit's calls. (R 

150) 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Mt 

28:19-20) 

O Lord, send us your spirit to renew the face of the earth. 

You Lord, were the prophet “par excellence;” grant that we may choose from among our 

ranks brothers burning with love, brothers who will spur us on to respond to your call for a 

prophetic mission. 

O Lord, send us your spirit to renew the face of the earth. 

Lord Jesus, by your Spirit help us to choose as superior general the person whom you yourself 

would choose, and prepare his heart to welcome your call. 

O Lord, send us your spirit to renew the face of the earth. 

Lord Jesus, pour forth even now upon the one whom we are to elect as superior general, your 

Spirit of wisdom, peace, strength and love.  

O Lord, send us your spirit to renew the face of the earth. 

Prayer 

Father, we were founded by a man of vision, whose charism and mission were 

prophetic. Father Andre Coindre recognized the urgent needs of young people and responded 

to them. He and our earliest predecessors were bold, courageous and faith-filled. Gift us, 

Father, with a superior general who will incarnate the apostolic thrust of Father Andre; may 

he be for all his brothers a man filled with the Holy Spirit, a man who knows how to read the 

signs of the times, a man able to incarnate genuine religious values in the world of today. This 

we pray through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Holy Spirit, 

forever. Amen. 

Animés de l’amour dont on s’aime entre frères, 

Qu’il est bon, qu’il est doux d’habiter un seul lieu, 

Qu’il est bon, qu’il est doux, au sein de nos misères 

De n’avoir qu’un seul cœur pour bénir un seul Dieu. 

 


