
Tuesday, May 1, 2012 
 
 

Drafting committee 
A writing committee has been named by the moderator, Brother Yvan Turgeon. The 
members are: Bros Carlos Almaraz, Ivy Leblanc, André-Rémy Koublanou and Louis-André 
Bellemare. This committee is asked to draft one or more proposals during the study of the 
principal theme. 
 
Report of the situation of the Province of Sénégal/Guinée 
Brother André-Rémy Koublanou, provincial, presents the situation in the province of 
Sénégal/Guinée. His report is based on four aspects: the strengthening of the community 
life, animation, apostolic commitment of the brothers  and the opening of new communities 
in Guinée (Nzérékoré) and in Senegal,  Saint Louis.   
Perspective for the future: 

- Inventing new ways to move forward 
- Daring to open new horizons 

 
Prophetic mission (Day 1) 
Brother Paul Montero, general councilor presents the first  part of our study on the 
principal theme. 
 
Representatives from  each of the 4 pre-chapter assemblies present a summary of a few 
local communities from their respective conference on  now André Coindre’s mission in 
favor of the young was prophetic. 
 
Discussions for the linguistic groups: 

o What aspects of elements mentioned by the four brothers to describe how 
André Coindre’s mission was prophetic seem most important to you? 

o Why did Coindre choose the teaching of silk-weaving and then schools as his 
first works? 

o What other possible works might Coindre have chosen? Why , possibly, did 
he not choose them? 

o If André Coindre were here today in our respective entities, which urgent but 
unmet needs of young people would he respond to? 

o On which of these needs would he focus? To which needs would he decide 
to respond? 

o How would he attempt to respond to these needs? What would he do? 
o Why would he choose this or that specific ministry in order to respond to 

those needs? 
 
Report of local communities by four brothers: 

o Carlos Almaraz 

 Five prophetic traits of our founder 

 The way he considered, saw young people; he was a good 
friend of God, he was formed by look of Jesus 

 Option for the poor (kenosis) 

 Sign of communion. André Coindre was a leader. He has a 
mission to carry out and wishes to reach a great number of 
people. 

 Knowledge and virtue.  Evangelizing by educating 



 Conscience and theologal mission. He was a man who 
believed in  the Providence through a life of faith, hope and 
love.  Constant search of God’s will. Pedagogy of trust .. his 
motto: “courage and trust”. 

o Louis-André Bellemare 

 One aspect of the prophetic mission of our founder is his 
love for the young delinquents of Lyon. “Do not spare any 
effort to become salt and light of the earth.” The way he 
considered young delinquents whom no one wanted. The 
opening of the  Pieux-Secours for delinquents. 

o Yvy Leblanc 

 Father Coindre’s prophetic mission was ahead of its time. 
He was not only prophetic in his mission, but also in his 
work.  He experienced God’s call through his visionary 
action. 

 He is prophetic in the way he organized the Pieux-Secours. 
He gave everything  he had. 

 He was visionary in the way he organized is work: the 
collaboration of the lay people. 

o Rémy Koublanou 

 His passion for God and the world: totally given to God and 
the world. 

 His compassion: his deep relationship with God. He learned 
to listen to the sufferings of the world from God’s point of 
view, not from his own. 

 The future: Father Coindre thought that the young had a 
future. Unconditional acceptance of the abandoned young of 
his time.  The values: sense of human being, education to 
freedom, life, source of hope. 

 In a changing world, Father Coindre taught the young how 
to become adults, starting from where they were, from their 
personal situation. 
 

Reports from the different groups, reactions 
 

o Father Coindre’s motto: “do not spare any effort to become salt and light of 
the world” echoed back to our chapter. 

o We were born from André Coindre prophetism 
o Practice of virtue alone can make the young happy 
o André Coindre’s passion for God, he knew how to read the signs of time 
o His compassion for the young 
o We were founded to take care of those whom no one wanted. 
o Importance of educating the way we see people.. through God’s eyes.  
o He created a safe sanctuary for the young. 
o We must not forget Bros. Polycarp, Xavier and the others. 

 
Presentation of the report on the situation of the West Africa 

The report on the situation of the province of West Africa is presented by Brother Jean-
Philippe Iroukoura, provincial superior.  Works in the province: 8.. two are owned by the 
province. 
Strengths: 



Spiritual life: trust in God, personal and community prayer. 
Apostolic life:  commitment and availability of the Brothers, a flexible attitude from the 
Brothers for their annual assignments. 
Community life: A good community atmosphere 
On–going formation:  the province is young. 
 
Weaknesses and challenges: 

Too few works considering the number of brothers; little collaboration with lay partners.  
 
Brother  Jean-Philippe ends his report with a call: “Institute of the Brothers of the Sacred 
Heart, do you love me enough so that our Province of AFO may develop?” 
 


