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Report on the situation of the Province of Colombia 
The report is presented by Brother Germán Cuervo, Provincial Superior. He stresses the 
commitment of the Brothers in various social and pastoral works.  
The Brothers feel that the following points are important: living like Brothers in a more 
brotherly way among themselves; living more like consecrated Brothers.  
As far as vocation ministry is concerned, the Brothers are eager to launch a new program 
in their colleges. They also wish to establish a program of permanent formation for the 
Brothers based on the charism.  
Brothers and teachers alike offer a quality human and religious formation to the young. 
Among the strengths are capacity for hard work, a real apostolic zeal, solidarity, and good 
collaboration from lay partners.  
Among the weaknesses, Brothers are invited to care more about community life and to 
strengthen vocation ministry. 

  
Main theme: a call to a prophetic mission: part two 
Vocation ministry in view of a prophetic mission (Day 1) 

 
Beginning of the study on the vocation ministry in view of a prophetic mission, by Brother 
Denis Plourde Caron. He recommends measures for a more dynamic vocation ministry in 
the Institute. 
He notes two obvious facts that we must not lose sight of: 
- It is God who calls; 
- The calling does not come from us. 
Drawing his inspiration from an image of an old tree trunk from which life can spring up, he 
invites the assembly not to lose faith. We must continue to believe and be God’s witnesses 
in order to be salt of the earth and light of the world. 
Then, he invites the four recording secretaries of the pre-Chapter assemblies to present 
their reports (question 1 of DOC 15, p.1-2) 

 
Report on situation of the Province of New York 

Presentation given by Brother Joseph Rocco, Provincial Superior. After a brief history of 
the Province, he emphasizes the community as a privileged place for our Brothers’ 
formation. It is a place of love, mutual support and prophetic testimony.  
The passion of the Brothers for their mission reinforces their identity in their milieu. 
To offer a better quality training to the young and lay partners, the Province count on 
Directors and local Councils. 
Among the challenges: lack of vocations, the ageing of the personnel and the viability of 
our works.  
 
Main theme: a call to a prophetic mission: part two /Vocation ministry in view of a 
prophetic mission (Day 1) 
Note: The moderator of debates nominates Brothers Robert Croteau, Jean Elithère 

Luxama, Felipe Álvarez et Justin Rakotorahalahy as members of the drafting committee 
for the second theme of the Chapter. 

 
Discussion on the reports of pre-Chapter assemblies (DOC 15) 
 



Brother Denis Plourde Caron gives procedural directions before discussion. He invites the 
Chapter Members to take of a few minutes to ponder following question: What are the 
obstacles that hamper vocation ministry and which can be caused by negligence as 
religious Brothers?  

 
Members’ reactions: 

-Our life style. 

-Society, family, Church and community. We have to rediscover our own vocation. 
-We do not invite the young; the privatization of religious life; lack of stable and 
living formation houses. 
-Values of today’s society: we are no longer identified as religious.  
-Lack of authenticity in our lives; personal conversion. 
-Lack of audacity to call on the young: lack of meaning of our consecrated life. 
-Diocesan churches promote priestly life to the detriment of the Brother’s life and 
role in the Church.  
-Lack of trust in God. 
-We are afraid to propose the Brother’s vocation. 
-Lack of Brothers’ involvement in vocation ministry.  
-Lack of Brothers’ involvement in the mission. 
-Lack of Brothers’ presence among and with the young.  

 
How to increase and stimulate our Brothers’ presence among and with the young? 

-A challenge: “Come and see”. 
-Lack of formation directors able to accompany and discern vocations. 
-To make a thorough criticism of ourselves and to commit ourselves to the young.  
-Are we Jesus Christ’s messengers in the world by the way we live? 
-Educating Faith in our institutions (teaching of Religion).  

 
Work in linguistic groups (Question 1) 

After a few instructions from Brother Frère Denis Plourde Caron, the Chapter members 
work in linguistic groups for exchange on the following questions: 
-Find five aspects of our life as Brothers that we could improve to testify that our life makes 
sense to the young and can make them happy. 
-Why do we wish vocations? 
-Find five elements that we cannot put aside for a vocation ministry in view of a prophetic 
mission. 

 
Nomination for 1st and 2nd General Councilors 
Brother Marcel Gagnon proposes an hymn to the Holy Spirit “Veni Creator Spiritus ”. He 
then reads articles 288 and 289 of the Rule of Life saying something about the duties of 
the General Council. Names in nomination for the 1st and 2nd follow. Results will be 
published in the morning on the following day, by the Chapter’s election board. Election of 
the 1st and 2nd General Councilors will take place on Wednesday, May 9. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


