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Report on the situation of the Province of Spain 

Presented by Brother Eusebio Calvo, Provincial Superior. In his presentation, he pays 
homage to the Province of France who sent the first missionaries to Spain. The Brothers of 
the Province are involved in eleven educative works. Due to the reduction of active 
Brothers, the lay partners hold responsibile posts in the different works of the Province. 
From that angle, the Province shares the mission with lay partners.  
Strengths: attending the Holy Eucharist, a good community life, organization of pastoral 
days, solidarity, mission ad gentes. 
Weaknesses: lack of vocations to light the fire of the mission. 
Priorities: continued formation of the Brothers and the need to accompany them; vocation 
ministry. 
 
Main theme: a call to a prophetic mission: Part two 
Vocation ministry in view of a prophetic mission (Day 3) 
 
Work in linguistic groups 
Before that, Brother Denis Plourde Caron invites the members to make clear suggestions 
to the General Council in regard to section IV of the Formation Guide. 
 
Report on the  situation of the Province of New England 
Brother Robert Croteau, Provincial Superior, presents the Province of New England. He 
recalls the links existing  between his Province and that of Canada  There are 60 Brothers 
living in six local communities, while there were 300 Brothers in 1965. Brothers and lay 
partners receive a formation in the spirit of Father André Coindre. That formation is given 
by the federation of the three American Provinces. 
The Brothers show their solidarity towards the Province of Eastern and South Africa 
(ESA).  Schools staffed by the Brothers are places where faith is educated. 
Ageing contributes to the decline in financial resources, but the Brothers are deeply 
motivated by Father Coindre’s apostolic zeal. 
 
Nomination for 3rd and 4th General Councilors 

Brother Marcel  Gagnon invites Chapter members to pray. After invoking the Holy Spirit, 
he reads  articles 212 and 215 of the Rule of Life about animation, administration and the 
service of authority. In a prayerful spirit, the members choose candidates for the posts of 
3rd and 4th General Councilors. 
 
Main theme: a call to a prophetic mission: part two 
Vocation ministry in view of a prophetic mission (Day 3) 
 
Reports of the secretaries of linguistic groups and discussion 
 
Reactions to the reports in linguistic groups 

We have to remain in the spirit of the General Chapter without going too far… 
- Pious ideas not rooted enough in today’s reality. We forget to mention the difficulties 

that the young are faced with today. Looking at the reality of our society.  
- The young  are looking for something and we can find something to help them. 
-  Insist on Father Coindre by favoring prayers adapted to the young. 
- May the Chapter address a message to the Brothers of the Institute on vocation 

ministry. 



- racing lines that will help us to appropriate the Formation Guide in view of a  
prophetic mission. 

-  The Formation Guide is not a recipe book. 
-  That the Formation Guide may become an element of animation. 
-   To awaken the Brothers so that they become involved in vocation ministry.  
-  Coming back on the image of the graft: avoid the tendency to make the new graft 

like the old tree. 
-  There is a problem with the vocabulary: talking about “God’s calls”, or  “personal 

calls” and not “vocation ministry.” 
    
 


