The 36th General Chapter
Brothers of the Sacred Heart
From an American, first-timer’s perspective
(continued)
Wednesday, May 16, 2018
Brother Edgardo led us in prayer this morning, and he, too,
helped us to pray about our “Meaningful Presence to the
Young.” He used a song from a young Jesuit musical group in
the Philippines. They are called “Bukas Palad” and have some
terrific music. He used another one
of their songs, “Christify,” during
Mass. Brother André LaFlamme
continues to contribute his fine
keyboard skills and singing ability to
enhance our prayers. Both really
helped us intensify our reflection
during the Eucharist today.

After breakfast, we
resumed our work on the
proposal(s) on this third
topic, trying to agree on language which we could all accept. This topic has really
struck a chord with the Chapter, and you could sense the energy in the room.
Brothers Carlos Almaraz Ruiz de Eguila (Spain) and Brother Eusebio Calvo Calvo
(Spain) were working wonders,
synthesizing and fashioning a proposal
that contained most of the suggestions that
met everyone’s expectations. There was
still more work to be done, however.
To help us enter more deeply into our
reflection on the topic, Brother Denis
Plourde Caron, our leader for this third
topic, brought the group through a process
whereby each Pre-Chapter Assembly
group shared their synthesis statements and then a representative from that
delegation came forward to pour a container of rice into the hollow stick we had
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written on the previous day. Once all four groups had poured in their cups of rice,
Denis taped the other end. Unbeknownst to us, we had made our own rain stick!
As we attempted to fashion on statement from our four different ones, Denis would
stop us every now and again to pass the stick to help us refocus on making our own
“music” as a Chapter. It was quite effective in
centering and quieting the group.
The Province of Spain and the Peruvian
delegation presented their entities after the
break.

Spain, as presented by Brother
Carlos, provincial, is clearly the
most similar province to the U.S.
Province in terms of
demographics, numbers,
ministries and the involvement
and commitment of lay partners in
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mission. Spain has 124 brothers (105 in Spain, 17 in Peru, 1 in Ecuador and 1 in
Rome), 13 communities and 10 schools spread throughout the breadth of the
Province and delegation. About 50 brothers are still engaged in active, full-time
ministry, and 62 are semi- or fully-retired.
The brothers of Spain have traditional ministries, as we do, but I was moved by a
few new things – at least new to me – that I heard. (They have been at these
projects for a while!). First, I was touched by their involvement with vulnerable
and difficult children and young adults. One such ministry, a youth center called
“Puenta Reina,” serves young people who have struggled with school. While this
is such noble work, the brothers and lay educators don’t believe they have the
necessary skills to effectively address the real emotional and psychological issues
of these students. They will be closing the center at the end of this year.
Secondly, the “Foundacion Corazonistas” is a group of lay
men and women, married and single, who have made Father
Coindre’s mission their own and are committed to working
with the brothers as members of the family. Some are
educating poor natives in the Amazonian jungle in Peru, and
elsewhere others are sharing residences with and ministering
to vulnerable adults and young people without resources.
They seem to be amazing people, and I hope that one of
them will address us later in the Chapter.
Thirdly, the Spanish Province has begun a “Commission of Lay People and
Brothers.” It is a group of 12 people, 6 from each group, that gather to reflect on
Father Coindre’s mission / charism and explore ways they can be in communion
and work in collaboration with one another. This Commission has been in
existence since 2012, and there are great hopes for it in the future.
Fourthly, the Province has taken seriously the call to get more in touch with our
founder and has begun holding “charism sessions” in Lyons, France. Similar to
our CIAC and PLACE sessions, five such international sessions drawing folks
from Spain and Peru have been held, and each has been held in very high esteem.
Brother Carlos was most informative on the happenings throughout Spain.
Lastly, Brother Felipe Alvarez Harranz, the
Provincial’s Delegate in Peru, spoke about the
work happening in South America. The 17
brothers in Peru are currently living in seven
communities and working with many
“collaborators.” There is one postulant and
two temporary professed Brothers. Some awesome work is taking place there,
including Goretti School, located in the middle of the Peruvian Amazon, which
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serves 711 students. There seems to be great promise in Peru for
good ministry and good vocational ministry. The brothers are
currently praying for guidance from the Holy Spirit to direct
them into their future.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

One of my favorite topics – and the focus of much of my life for
the past six years – namely, vocation ministry, surfaced in the
form of a proposal from Brother Emilio Rodriguez of Uruguay
and myself. The purpose of the proposal was to stress the
importance of vocation ministry throughout the institute and to stress every partner
in mission’s involvement in this tremendous ministry. We not only want and need
young men and women to embrace Father Coindre’s mission as lay partners, but
we want and need men committed to the mission as religious Brothers of the
Sacred Heart.
Though we were ready to present our topic to the Chapter, our documents were
not. Despite our best efforts, our translations into the other languages of the
Institute were not precise enough. We were asked to re-examine the translations
and present the following day. Thanks to the language skills of Emilio and others
who came to our rescue, we worked diligently that evening and got ready for the
next day.
Because of a sudden change in schedule, the presentations of the Provinces of Haiti
and Senegal were advanced a bit. The neighbor closer to the U.S. presented its
entity immediately following a break.
Brother Bertrand Petit-Frère, Provincial of Haiti,
proudly presented his brothers, communities and
ministries using a PowerPoint. Currently, there are 46
Brothers (including two novices and 13 scholastics), 10
communities and 10 ministries in Haiti. While this very
youthful Province has three main educational
establishments that are supporting it, some of which are
the best in the country, the Province, as a microcosm of
the nation,
is facing
some
serious challenges that Brother
Bertrand, Brother Gary Pierre, a
school director (principal), provincial
councilor, and close advisor to the
Provincial, and their Council are
facing head on. Many of the people
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are extremely poor and cannot afford even the little tuition charged by the brothers.
Formation for the young brothers needs to be supported and strengthened, and the
Province is still seeking ways to become financially self-sustaining. Their efforts
are not fruitless, and the brothers are trying to heed Father Coindre’s admonition:
“Courage and trust!”

The French-speaking Province of Senegal includes both the country of Senegal and
the nation of Guinea. It was to two Muslim nations that the Province of Granby
(Canada) sent missionaries in 1959 to establish what is today known as the
Province of Senegal. Guinea has a
Catholic population which is only 3% of
its 13.5 million inhabitants, and Senegal
has relatively the same number of Roman
Catholics, roughly 5% of its 15.7 million
people. Among them are a small group of
Brothers of the Sacred Heart – 62, serving
as leaven in the dough of these West
African nations, present now for almost 50
years. The average age of this young
Province is 49 years, and most of the
Brothers are between 40 and 50 years. What is truly exciting is that the Province
currently boasts five novices at the international novitiate in Nianing, Senegal, as
well as 10 Postulants and 15 novices. The brothers in this West African Province
live in 12 communities and serve over 15,800
students in 12 schools. Three working farms
are also part of their activities and support.
Within these parameters, they, too, encounter
some serious challenges each day, including
ministries which attempt to serve young people
from horrific and dysfunctional backgrounds.
Many students have no families or no family
support of which to speak, and secularism is a
constant challenge to creating a religious climate. As in Haiti, the brothers are
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attempting to face their challenges and not flinch. Brother Stéphane-Léon Sané,
the current Provincial of Senegal and a newly elected General Councilor, proudly
presented his Province, along with assistance from Brother Paul-Michel Thiakane
and Brother Romuald Matar. These brothers and their confrères back home are
highly engaged and on fire for evangelization; perseverance is the key!
We ended the day after these two
presentations, inspired by the great work
being accomplished in two younger sectors
of the Institute. There was no shortage of
things to bring to evening prayer, and
Edgardo continued to build on the theme of
our call and how it resembles the call of
Peter.
With all this work going on, we had to take
a serious break late in the evening to celebrate the terrific
presentation by our Brothers in Haiti with – of course – gelato!
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