The 36th General Chapter
Brothers of the Sacred Heart
From an American, first-timer’s perspective
(continued)
Friday, May 25, 2018
The last day if the Chapter! What an experience it has been.
Brother Martin Chivige started us off at morning prayer, centering ourselves on the invitation
of the Lord to die to self in order to live for Him. The first reading at today’s liturgy – in
French – was an invitation to not judge and to persevere. It was also a perfect beginning to
the end of the 36th General Chapter.

People were excited not just that it was the end, but that we had accomplished what we had
intended – a blueprint for the next six years. It seemed that even more people were at
breakfast, the noise level was higher, and people lingered around the breakfast table.
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We began the day examining the revised ordinance that the Committee had crafted.

It was terrific, and
the Chapter affirmed that it was. While there was some
conversation about minor tweaking that could be done, the
Chapter felt very comfortable giving direction to the General
Council and allowing them to make the necessary changes to
reflect the conversation happening on the floor. The
Ordinance was adopted 49-0 – a unanimous decision! This
was a great affirmation of the Committee’s work, and the
general thrust of a month-long process. Well done, brothers!
Following our break, Brother Mark shared his reflection on
the Chapter in what I thought was a masterful presentation.
I’m sure it will be shared with the larger Institute. He synthesized, inspired, and
offered encouraging words for the future. The assembly gave him a rousing round of

applause. (On a side note: Allain introduced Mark as the Reverend Brother. I think it will
take me—and Brother Mark! – a while to get used to that.)
Allain then took the floor and expressed appreciation to many
individuals who helped make the Chapter possible – literally a small
army of folks. From the former Council to the translators, the cooks
and those who picked us up at the airports, “thank you” for making
this such a rich and inspirational session. I can only imagine the
myriad of details to which y’all had to tend on our behalf. Thanks,
again!
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We approved the final three sets of minutes, and, by tradition, the Superior General moved
that we adjourn the Chapter, and it was seconded
by the Secretary General, Brother Albert
Khamade Faye. The motion to formally adjourn
was approved unanimously!

There was a lot of picture taking, lots of
warm embraces, and folks lined up to
sign the official set of minutes.

We had just ended a Chapter, but we had also just embarked on a new chapter of the Institute
– a chapter that will include the celebration of our 200th birthday - of coming into existence
for a mission that is ongoing and yet, ever new: to evangelize young people with the Good
News of Jesus; to remind them – as Jesus reminds us - of how good and loving God is and
that beating within their chests is, indeed, a sacred heart! May the Lord bless our efforts as
we continue and yet begin again!
In His Heart,
Ronnie Hingle, S.C.
Chapter Delegate
Province of the United States
Brothers of the Sacred Heart
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