The 36th General Chapter
Brothers of the Sacred Heart
From an American, first-timer’s perspective
(continued)
Thursday, May 24, 2018
Brother Augustine Banda, Provincial of ESA, led us in prayer this morning. You could feel
the anxious anticipation for the big day that was before us, even from the small group of
Anglophones gathering in a chapel on the fourth floor of the Casa Generalizia.
You could sense it in the dining room as brothers quickly ate breakfast and tended to last
minute details for the day.
The morning’s agenda was just as expected: remain in Deliberative Assembly (“formal
session”) and formally vote on several of the major works of the Chapter – the Vocation
Proposal (of course!), and Proposals 1, 2, 3 and
4 corresponding to each of the themes of the
Chapter. I was amazed at how smoothly the
process went. Each proposal had its formal
hearing, was moved and seconded, and after a
few clarifications and a brief discussion, each
passed by an overwhelming majority if not by
unanimous consent. It still took most of the
morning, but it was amazingly smooth. The
conversations on the floor in previous sessions
and the refinement in committees outside the
Chapter sessions seemed to have been a good
process.
After the break, we had presentations on the Delegation of Central Africa and the Province of
Madagascar. Both groups helped us to move from our heads back to our hearts and reality.
The Delegation of Central Africa (AFC) is a Delegation of the Province of Canada. It
comprises the countries of Cameroon and Chad.
Brothers arrived in Cameroon in 1953, but it didn’t
become a Delegation/District until 1959. In 2003, the
houses in both countries joined together into the
Delegation of Central Africa.
Brother Joseph
Koudé
Kemtchang,
Provinical’s
Delegate, and
Brother Fara
Mathurin Patai, elected delegate, of AFC, informed the
group that there are 45 Brothers in 10 communities in
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AFC (15 perpetually professed brothers, 22
temporary professed brothers, and 8 novices). The
Brothers live and work in countries where
Catholicism is relatively young. While the
Delegation does run schools as its main ministries, it
also helps to sustain itself by raising and selling
coffee, cotton, palm oil, oranges and bananas, pigs
and bunnies. One of the greatest challenges is the
formation of young brothers, the formation of
formators, and becoming financially self-sufficient.
With the help of Canada, the Delegation is building its own school and hopes that it will
quickly become its main financial engine.
Brother Luc-Théophile Andrianavalonirina, Provincial, next
presented his Province of Madagascar. This island country off the
coast of eastern and southern Africa, was also founded by a
Canadian province – Arthabaska – in 1928 and will celebrate its
90th anniversary later this year. It became a Province in 1957.
Surprisingly, in a country where 41% of the 24 million that make
up the country are Christian, all missionaries were suppressed and
sent home in 1972. The local Brothers have had to go it alone; but
they have received
tremendous support
from Canada.
Currently there are 86
professed members of the province and 27
novices. These brothers and candidates live in
11 communities and two houses of formation.
In addition to the educational ministries in
which the brothers are involved, our
Malagasy confrères raise peanuts, fruit trees,
chickens and, believe it or not, fish, on three
farms to help support the Province. Again, this
Province is very young, and some of its greatest challenges
are formation, financial independence, and perseverance of its Brothers. The
Province is growing, and the young brothers are very passionate about their religious life and
mission.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
After siesta, we reassembled and approved two sets of minutes. The main focus of the
afternoon, however, was the announcement of the festivities being planned to celebrate the
200th Anniversary this year of the Pieux-Secours, leading into the 2021 celebration of the
Founding of the Institute. It was quite exciting.
The Charism Commission, composed of Brothers Serge Toupin (Canada), Ivy LeBlanc
(USA), Emilio Rodrigo (America Austral), and Stéphane-Léon Sané (Senegal), have become
the “unofficial” organizers of the 200th anniversary celebration. They shared with us a logo
that we are each to use between now and 2021 as well as other artifacts to use for our
individual celebrations. There are also some “white papers” being prepared on our past,
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present and future, that will be disseminated throughout this three-year period, to be used for
animation. We were encouraged to add to their proposals some plans of our own. Of course,
we will need some time for thought and planning of our own.
I was energized by their thoughts and believe it will be a great springboard for our own
Province celebrations.
Being efficient in our voting and attentive to the plans for our 200th Anniversary celebration,
we did not have to return for the second afternoon session. Talk about energizing the group!
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
One of the great ways we formed community and broke down the walls that language had
built was cleaning up after the meals, especially after dinner in the evening. Though we
couldn’t really speak each other’s language, we pointed a lot, bumped into each other a lot,
and smiled and laughed even more. From cleaning and re-setting the tables to washing the
dishes to combining bottles of water AND wine, everyone pitched in. It not only made for
light work, it made it go a lot faster and was a tremendous amount of fun.
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